
 

 

Jetstar announces first ever Brisbane to Rarotonga flights 
with launch fares from just $249^ one-way 

Tuesday, 5 August 2025: Jetstar will start operating direct flights between Brisbane and 
Rarotonga, the stunning capital island of the Cook Islands, in May 2026, with fares from just 
$249^ one-way. 

The new service will operate three times a week, offering Queenslanders a low-cost, non-stop 
connection to one of the South Pacific’s most popular and picturesque island escapes.  

The route will provide more than 50,000 seats to and from Rarotonga each year.  Flights will be 
operated on Jetstar’s modern and fuel-efficient A321 Neo LR aircraft, part of a growing, 
state-of-the-art fleet.  

This new service marks the airline’s second direct route from Australia to the Cook Islands, 
following the successful launch of direct Sydney to Rarotonga flights in June 2023.  Jetstar is 
the only airline offering direct flights between Brisbane, Sydney and Rarotonga. 

Queensland growth 

Queensland remains central to Jetstar’s growth. More than half of the airline’s domestic network 
is connected to the state and Jetstar continues to be Queensland’s largest international carrier.   

In the past six months alone, Jetstar has launched or announced six new international routes 
from Queensland:  

1.​ Gold Coast to Bali (Denpasar) 
2.​ Gold Coast to Hamilton (New Zealand) 
3.​ Gold Coast to Dunedin 
4.​ Cairns to Christchurch 
5.​ Brisbane to Cebu (Philippines) 
6.​  and now Brisbane to Rarotonga. 

To celebrate the new route, Jetstar is offering sale fares from just $249^ one-way from Brisbane 
to Rarotonga. These fares are available from midday (AEST) today during a 48-hour Route 
Launch sale at jetstar.com. 
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Jetstar Group CEO, Stephanie Tully, said Queensland is at the heart of Jetstar’s international 
growth. 

“We’re thrilled to be launching direct flights from Brisbane to the breathtaking island of 
Rarotonga, a true South Pacific gem. 

“This new route builds on the incredible demand we’re seeing out of Queensland, with six 
international services launched or announced in just six months. 

“When these flights start in May 2026, Jetstar will be providing more than 110,000 seats each 
year to and from the Cook Islands.  We’re proud to work with our partners including the Cook 
Islands Government, to give more Australians the chance to experience this incredible 
destination.” 

Cook Islands Prime Minister Mark Brown, said today’s announcement was significant for the 
nation.  

“Tourism is the backbone of the Cook Island’s economy, contributing approximately 75 per cent 
of the country’s GDP.  The new services from Jetstar will provide a major boost to our tourism 
sector and the financial impact for local tourism operators and the nation will be positive. 

“We are delighted that Jetstar is making this commitment to the Cook Islands, and Cook 
Islanders are always ready to welcome Australian visitors with open arms and warm smiles. 

“The Cook Islands is the ultimate tropical island destination, renowned for some of the world’s 
most incredible crystal-clear waters, with Aitutaki lagoon recognised as one of the most beautiful 
in the world. The people of the Cook Islands, their culture and the many activities on offer are a 
drawcard for Australians.” 

Brisbane Airport CEO Gert-Jan de Graaff, said Brisbane offers Australia’s largest network of 
direct flights to South Pacific destinations, which is vital for supporting tourism, trade, and 
cultural connections. 

“With the launch of Rarotonga, our 35th international destination, we’re not just adding a new 
route, we’re strengthening Brisbane’s position as the gateway to paradise. 

“And because this newest flight is from Jetstar, Queenslanders can count on great-value tickets 
to one of the world’s most breathtaking island escapes.” 

^Sale ends 11.59am AEST Thursday 7 August 2025, unless sold out. Prices based on payment by PayID, Jetstar voucher, Jetstar Gift Card, or 
bookings redeemed only in Qantas Points through jetstar.com. For other options, a Payment Fee applies. See jetstar.com/fees. One-way, 
excludes checked bags. Travel dates and other conditions apply. Flights subject to Government and Regulatory approval. 

Flight schedule from 18 May 2026 *   

Flight  Frequency   Airport Depart   Airport  Arrive  

 
   
 



 

JQ105 Mon, Thu, Sat BNE 22:20 RAR 08:30 

JQ104 Mon, Thu, Sat RAR 10:00 BNE 12:10 

Media kit link​
​
About Rarotonga, Cook Islands: 

Rarotonga is the largest of the Cook Islands, a nation of 15 islands and atolls located in the 
South Pacific, roughly halfway between New Zealand and Hawaii. The country, named after 
British explorer James Cook, who visited in the 1770s, is a self-governing territory in free 
association with New Zealand, where the official currency is the New Zealand dollar.  

With a population of around 13,000, the people of Rarotonga are known for their warm 
hospitality and friendliness. Locals often greet each other with "Kia Orana," a phrase that means 
"may you live a long, fulfilling life," reflecting the islanders' welcoming and community centred 
spirit. 

The island's landscapes are equally captivating, with lush rainforests, dramatic mountain 
ranges, and stunning beaches lining the coast. Whether exploring the vibrant culture, relaxing 
on pristine shores, or connecting with the welcoming locals, Rarotonga offers an unforgettable 
experience that reflects both the natural beauty and the deep sense of community that defines 
the Cook Islands. 

Rarotonga’s beaches are idyllic, with palm-fringed shores and turquoise waters.  The island’s 
crystal-clear lagoons are perfect for coastal aquatics. Snorkelling and diving are particularly 
popular, with vibrant coral reefs teeming with marine life, including tropical fish, sea turtles, 
occasional rays and passing whales outside the reef. 

The most famous beach, Muri Beach, is a popular spot for swimming, and picnicking, with 
several motus (small islands) easily accessed by kayak and stand-up paddle boards (SUP).  

Aitutaki Cook Islands: 

A short 45-minute flight from Rarotonga is Aitutaki, often referred to as the “Jewell in the Crown’’ 
and described as having the most stunning lagoon in the world. The warm turquoise water is a 
sight to behold and is easily accessible on multiple lagoon cruises. 

 

 
   
 

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1k4jER8oDCAsXuwjrxw9MLBvF-JsztIWE?usp=drive_link

